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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday, the first day of the “penitential season” of Lent, derives its name 

from the custom of penitent sinners “sitting in dust and ashes.” Although not practiced 

here, the tradition of placing ashes on the forehead during the worship service is an 

outward symbol of inner repentance.  As we gather this evening to confess our sins to 

God, we do so in humility and confidence that He, in turn, will reassure us of His 

forgiveness – heard in His gracious Word and given in the Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Your Convenience 
 Restrooms are located down the hallway on the left. 

 A Parents’ room is available in the back of the sanctuary for those with small children. 

 A Mother’s room, located in the parents’ room, offers privacy for nursing mothers. 

 Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 

 Please silence your cell phones before worship. 

 View services on Charter 985 on Thursdays at 12PM and 7PM or Sundays at 10AM. You 

can also visit https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+matthews+oconomowoc  

 St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+matthews+oconomowoc
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The Order of Worship for  
 

Ash Wednesday 
 

February 18, 2025 

 

 

Introduction to Lent 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in fellowship with him, to love 

all people, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our 

neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By 

our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment, but to 

turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take 

our place under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, 

who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of 

God. 
  

During the forty days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 

at the right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power 

of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle 

against everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. 
 

Let us begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit                

 

Hymn 420:1-4 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
 

Confession of Sin 
Most holy and merciful Father, 

we confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault, 

    by our own grievous fault 

    in thought, word, and deed, 

    by what we have done, 

    and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

  

We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. 

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 

We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

  

We have placed our wants before your will. 

We have gratified the desires of our sinful nature. 

We have merited your punishment now and forever. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

  

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness; 

the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 

we confess to you, O Lord. 

  

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people, our anger when 

our selfish aims are denied, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves 

we confess to you, O Lord. 

  

Our love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

our negligence in worship and prayer, and our failure to show the faith that is in us 

we confess to you, O Lord. 

  

Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and 

suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

forgive us, Lord. 
 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and 

contempt for those who differ from us, 

forgive us, Lord. 
  

For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 

forgive us, Lord. 



 5 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

 

Absolution 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners 

but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. He sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins and for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Exhortation 

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May 

we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by him through the merits 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn 420:5-6 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive 

those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent 

of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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First Reading Isaiah 59:12-20 
Because I am rebellious, I need a Redeemer. 
 

12For our offenses are many in your sight, 

 and our sins testify against us. 

Our offenses are ever with us, 

 and we acknowledge our iniquities: 
13rebellion and treachery against the LORD, 

 turning our backs on our God, 

inciting revolt and oppression, 

 uttering lies our hearts have conceived. 
14So justice is driven back, 

 and righteousness stands at a distance; 

truth has stumbled in the streets, 

 honesty cannot enter. 
15Truth is nowhere to be found, 

 and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. 

The LORD looked and was displeased 

 that there was no justice. 
16He saw that there was no one, 

 he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; 

so his own arm achieved salvation for him, 

 and his own righteousness sustained him. 
17He put on righteousness as his breastplate, 

 and the helmet of salvation on his head; 

he put on the garments of vengeance 

 and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak. 
18According to what they have done, 

 so will he repay 

wrath to his enemies 

 and retribution to his foes; 

 he will repay the islands their due. 
19From the west, people will fear the name of the LORD, 

 and from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. 

For he will come like a pent-up flood 

 that the breath of the LORD drives along. 
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20“The Redeemer will come to Zion, 

 to those in Jacob who repent of their sins,” 

declares the LORD. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem (6:30 pm) Behold the Lamb of God 
 Choir 

 

Psalm 51A      Be Merciful, O Lord 
 

 

 
  

Have mercy on / me, O God, 

    according to your un- / failing love; 

        according to your great com- / passion 

            blot out my trans- / gressions. 

  

Wash away all my in- / iquity 

    and cleanse me / from my sin. 

        For I know my trans- / gressions, 

            and my sin is always be- / fore me.   Refrain 

  

Against you, you only, / have I sinned 

    and done what is evil / in your sight. 

        Surely I was sin- / ful at birth, 

            sinful from the time my mother con- / ceived me. 
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Cleanse me with hyssop, and I / will be clean; 

    wash me, and I will be whit- / er than snow. 

        Hide your face / from my sins 

            and blot out all my in- / iquity. 

  

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Mark Haas 
Setting: Mark Haas 
Music: © 2014 Mark Haas. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

Psalm Prayer 
Lord, we confess our sins to you and plead for your mercy. We acknowledge that sin runs 

too deep in our nature for us ever to rid ourselves of it, but we thank you that Jesus has 

done what we could not do, washing us clean of every stain. We plead that your Spirit 

would give us the strength to live a new life; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Second Reading   2 Corinthians 7:8-13a 
Godly sorrow results in repentance. 
 

 8Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I 

see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9yet now I am happy, not because 

you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became 

sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10Godly sorrow 

brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings 

death. 11See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what 

eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, 

what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be 

innocent in this matter. 12So even though I wrote to you, it was neither on account of the 

one who did the wrong nor on account of the injured party, but rather that before God you 

could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are. 13By all this we are encouraged. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation Joel 2:13 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

Gospel Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 
When I recognize my need for forgiveness, I express my repentance with humility. 
 

 1“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If 

you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

 2“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do 

in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

 5“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and 

pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 

will reward you. 
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 16“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces 

to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 
17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that it will not be 

obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, 

and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Hymn of the Day From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 
 Found in the Psalter – Psalm 130F 

 
Sermon Theme                                 “All for one; and One for all”
  Professor Aaron Christie 

 

 
 

Connection Cards and Offerings 
We are delighted you have joined us for worship today and we would love to stay connected with you.  To 
help us do so, please fill out the Connection Card in the seat back. You may place it in the offering plate as 

the offering is gathered or hand it to one of the ushers.  You also have the ability to record your worship or 

give a gift using the appropriate QR code below.  Those who have downloaded the St. Matthew’s App can 
check-in and give offerings directly through the app. You may also text GIVE to 833-921-6451.  

 

Guest Form         St. Matthew’s App   Give Online 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church for Ash Wednesday 
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The Sacrament 

 

Preface 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the 

gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who 

overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome.  Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today.  In his Word, God makes it clear that Holy Communion is to be 

shared by people who proclaim a common faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17).  Without 

judging anyone’s hearts, we invite those who share in our confession by their membership in our congregation 
or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod (ELS) and who are properly prepared (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) to receive the Sacrament.  See page 295 

in the front of Christian Worship for a guide for preparation. Guests, please speak with one of the pastors about 
instruction in our Christian faith and this Sacrament so you will be ready to partake of this wonderful meal in 

full unity with us after that instruction. Thank you for respecting the way we celebrate the Lord's Supper.  
 

Distribution – Communion distribution procedures will be announced by the Pastor. Please follow the 

direction of the ushers. Cups of non-alcoholic wine (light in color) are in the center of each tray. 

 

Distribution Hymn 653 Lord, to You I Make Confession 

 

Distribution Hymn 661 Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord 
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Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 407:1,4 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 
 

VOTER'S MEETING— Thursday, Feb. 26 at 7 PM 

All members are encouraged to attend St. Matthew’s Voter's Meeting on Thursday, 

Feb. 26 at 7 PM. Join us to stay informed, participate in decisions, and hear updates on 

church activities and ministries. 

 

 

Personal Prayer after communion: Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this 

sacrament with your body and blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let 

me always remain in you as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your 

Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. 
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Please also join us between services for a meal in the school commons. 
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